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Information and Degree Requirements for the Division of Humanities, IPhD
(International Intercollegiate Ph.D. Program)

Confirmed and Approved by IPhD council on June 22nd, 2017
Confirmed and Approved by IPhD council on September 23rd, 2019
Confirmed and Approved by IPhD council on May 6th, 2021
Confirmed and Approved by IPhD council on March 24th, 2022
Confirmed and Approved by IPhD council on December 2 1st, 2023

L. Eligibility : Applicable to IPhD students enrolling after the academic year of2021.

II. Degree Regulations for IPhD students
1. Period of Ph.D. study : 2 to 7 years.
ii. Course Requirements:

1. For degree requirements, complete a minimum of 24 credits of approved course
work; For direct doctoral students, complete a minimum of 30 credits upon
enrollment of IPhD program.

2. Most of the courses are taught in Chinese. Courses in English may be counted but
should be approved by advisor.

3. Registered dissertation credits are extra and not included in the minimum 24 credits.

iii. Graduation Requirements:
Completion of course requirements, qualifying exam, oral defense, and dissertation.

2. Overseas experience requirement:

A minimum one semester of overseas practicum, internship, student exchange or
working for the related fields is required before graduation. Opportunities of going
abroad may be arranged by the advisor/program or students themselves.

The overseas expenses is on the self-paid base. The requirement can be waived
based on advisor’s approval if students have own the equivalent overseas
experience prior to the study. Foreign students, overseas Chinese students, and
Mainland Chinese students are eligible for exemption from the graduation
requirement of overseas experience.

3. Foreign Language requirement:

Reaching a certain score/level that determined by IPhD Office on a foreign
language exam/evaluation (Foreign students should choose Chinese as the foreign
language).

4. Publications:

A minimum of one publication or refereed book chapter in the fields of
Sinology/Chinese Studies or Teaching Chinese as a Second Language as the main
author.

5. Qualification Approval: in addition to the publication paper number, the student’s
qualification for IPhD degree will also evaluated by advisor based on the quality,

impact and academic/practical contribution of student’s research.



Qualifying Exam: students must pass the oral qualifying exam before the end of the
third academic year. The qualifying exam will be implemented in a two-stage
process.

(a) Preliminary review: Prior to the exam, the student must submit a written form
of “proposal” to IPhD office no later than 4 weeks before the oral exam. The dean
of [PhD and 2 NTHU full-time professors serve as the committee to review the qualifying
proposal. There should be at least 3 committee members in the committee. The preliminary
review can be held in written or oral. Student may take the qualifying oral exam after
passing the preliminary review.

(b) Qualifying exam should be held by the committee and is open to public.
Committee members are recommended and formed by the student’s advisor. There
should be at least 3 professors (including the advisor) on or off campus to form the
committee. The contents of oral exam and proposal should be consistent with the
candidate’s ongoing dissertation research. Fail to pass the oral exam should re-take
the oral exam by the end of the next semester. Re-take oral exam is limited to one
time. Failure for the second time should be dismissed form the program and the
university.

Thesis Dissertation and Oral Defense Examination:

(a) Prior to applying for the oral defense, student should complete the following
requirements:
(1) Pass the qualifying exam for at least 6 months.
(2) Satisfy with the publication requirement.
(3) Satisfy with the overseas experience requirement.
(4) Satisfy with the foreign language requirement.
(5) Complete dissertation draft and submit it to [PhD office.

(6) Foreign language proficiency. The test score taken within the past five
years.(IBT -TOFEL- 80, TOEIC 750, IELTS 6.5 or other equivalent test
score approved by IPhD office)

(b) Application for oral defense examination should be set forth to program office
6 weeks before the examination is held.
(¢) The following supplemental documents must be submitted alone with the oral
defense application form to program office:
(1) Application form for oral defense exam.
(2) Official transcript for all Ph.D. studies.
(3) Dissertation draft.
(4) The hardcopy of publication in published journal format.(If the paper had
not been formally published, the proof of acceptance is required to be
turned in besides paper hardcopy.)

(5) Defense committee form with all committee member lists.
(6) The Similarity Reports of Thesis (Plagiarism Detection).

(d) Preliminary review should be held prior to the oral examination. The dean of
[PhD and 2 full-time professors serve as the review team. The team should be

consisted of at least 3 professors. Review should be held orally. Dissertation



qualifying exam should be taken after passing the oral examination.

(e) Oral defense exam is hold publically by the committee. Committee members
are recommended and formed by the advisor.

(f) Qualification for the committee members:
(1) Assistant professor or Assistant researcher (or higherrank).

(2) Experts or professional scholars who received a doctorate at least three
years.

(g) Each Ph.D. candidate could only retake defense exam once either next
semester or next academic year if he/she failed the first time. Failure to defense
exam will result in being suspended from IPhD program.

(h) The results for qualifying exam and oral defense exam should be reported to

IPhD program office.

III. Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D. degree): The Ph.D. degree is administered by the college
which the student’s advisor is affiliated with. Each IPhD student must fulfill all the degree
requirements and regulations to get the Ph.D. degree. IPhD student s are eligible to apply
for dual-degree program according to the dual-degree program MOU.

IV. Tuition, fees and scholarship:
1. Tuition and fees: the rate is the same as regular students for both domestic and
international students according to the university policy.

ii. Scholarships: maybe applied. The budget depends upon the university budget status.

V. Notes
1. The period of Ph.D. study is 2 to 7 years. Part-time study may be extended up to 9 years.
1. The “Advisor Confirm Form” should be submitted to the office within one month after
enrollment. Each student should have the advisor’s approval for courses selection except
the Ist semester. The IPhD program Chairman could not approve the courses
registration after the 1st semester.
1ii. Students should refer to the “Academic Regulations” of National Tsing Hua

University for the regulations not shown in this bulletin.
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